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Background Levels Increases due to increases

in human emissions and
deposition

Recent Declines

Number
Background
Increases start
Peak
Peak/Background
% Reduction from peak

   39
~ 3 ug/m2-yr
~ 1880 - 1900
~ 1970 - 1990
~ 5.6 (2.4 - 13.8)
~ 30 (0 - 71)%



MeHg (ng L-1) 1992-93 
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y = 0.2645x + 1.1571
R2 = 0.97

y = 0.2005x + 0.5168
R2 = 0.57
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Figure 1. Relationship between HgT and DOC concentrations for the 25 lakes in the Adirondacks





Measured change in fish Hg (ug g-1)
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∆Fish Hg = -0.368 + 0.000012 Watershed Area + 0.000608            
Elevation – 37578 ∆[H+] – 0.542 ∆Fish Condition

R2 = 0.69


